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ñDonôt be misledðôOrganicô 

doesnôt translate to environ-

mentally friendly and chemi-

cal free when it comes to dry 

cleaning.ò  Alan Spielvogel, 

chief of the Center for Gar-

ment Analysis, gave this 

statement and more to Ari-

zona Republic writer Jennifer 

Price in a recent article.  

ñAnything that contains car-

bon is organic.ò 

 

ñBy saying something is or-

ganic does not mean itôs en-

vironmentally friendly or 

healthy.ò Speilvogel said.  

ñMost hazardous materials 

are, in fact, organic.ò 

 

It is time that Z Cleaners set 

the record straight for our 

clients, so Iôm writing this 

article for our quarterly news-

letter.  In recent months, one 

of the Valleyôs many 

ñorganicò cleaners has been 

using the term óorganicô to 

scare consumers and promote 

his business.  The truth of the 

matter is that all of the clean-

ing solutions today are safe 

for consumers and the envi-

ronment if used correctly.  

And, theyôve been safe for 

nearly a hundred years. 

Instead of trying to use scare 

tactics to gain market share, 

all drycleaners are better 

served putting their time and 

energies towards proper 

cleaning techniques  from the 

start, not misleading the con-

sumer. 

Some of the óorganicô solvents 

have been in the industry  since 

the 1920ôs.  Commonly they are 

referred to as óPetroleum Sol-

ventsô or óHydrocarbon Sol-

ventsô.  Itôs the latter solvent 

that the term óorganicô has been 

linked to in the Republic article. 

 

However, the solvent of choice 

for the dry cleaning industry is 

Perchloroethelyne (Perc), used 

in the industry for over 60 years 

and by 92% of all drycleaners 

nationwide.  The ótoxicityô of 

Perc falls into the same low 

classification as many everyday 

compounds, including house-

hold ammonia, bleach, nail pol-

ish remover, gasoline and anti-

freeze.  Any of these products 

could be harmful if abusedð

but not if used with everyday, 

normal care.  Drycleaners and 

our families work in the dry 

cleaning plants and have a 

vested interest in handling Perc 

correctly. 

 

What matters most is how a 

drycleaner uses their solutions 

and chemicals and how well the 

equipment is maintained.  For 

example:  while Perc is very 

stable and will kill bacteria, all 

of the óorganicô and  siloxane 

solvents (Greenearth) encour-

age bacterial growth if equip-

ment is not carefully main-

tained and will contaminate 

your clothes with, at a mini-

mum, a sour odor.  
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Did you ever hear a drycleaner 

that uses Perc try to scare you 

with that?  Andðuse it as 

their sole marketing strategy? 

 

Furthermore, Perc does not 

contribute to smog formation, 

does not deplete the ozone and 

is not a green house gas.  The 

organic solvents do contribute 

to smog formation and are 

green- house gases.  These are 

scientific facts, not marketing 

slogans. 

 

Now, do you see the HOAX 

here? 

 

We at Z Cleaners stand by our 

use of Perchloroethylene and  

ardently protect our environ-

menté it belongs to us all.  

 

If you had some questions in 

your mind about what we use 

to clean your cherished and 

valuable garments, I hope I 

have answered them.  Please 

feel free to call me anytime at 

the office or on my cell phone 

if you wish to discuss this sub-

ject further. 

 

We are Americaôs Best 

Cleaner in Phoenix, 4 years 

running, and we love your 

clothes! 

- Steve Phillips 
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Alterations and Repairs 
We offer a full time alteration service in store Monday through 

Saturday.  Stop by and have Vjollca (VJ) take in your waistline or 

taper your suit to enhance that athletic look youõve been work-

ing on. VJ is an accomplished seamstress, learning her craft in 

Albania.  She can make you a dress from scratch or hem your 

favorite jeans.  Need a  repair ñstop by, her hours are Mon -Fri: 

Noon to 6pm and Saturday: 11 to 3.  Sheõs very busy (but will 

ALWAYS make time for you), so call ahead, appointments rec-

ommended ! 

**Note:  Vjollca is on Vacation October 22nd to October 30th.  
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Thanks, Thanks and Thanks again! 
Earn miles or cash back for every dollar you spend with us!  Itõs incredibly easy and itõs absolutely 

FREE .  Select the airline of your choice: Continental Airlines, US Airways, United, American or 

Delta.  If you preferñget cash back.  Log onto www.AmericasBestCleaners.com, click on 

ôPromotionsó and get started today!  You can also sign-up at: www.thanksagain.com/usairways and 

get 500 Bonus Miles just for enrolling.  You may register up to 5 Credit OR Debit Cards. 
 

Already have an airline Credit Card?  Sign-up using that card and get DOUBLE MILES!! 

Email Up-

dates 
Let us keep you up to 

date!  Please give us 

your email address.    

We can give you timely 

updates, communicate 

urgent messages and 

pass on current order 

status.  Thank you! 

 

From L to R:  Erica, Sarah, Rosa, Shelley and Maura . 

Dates  to Remember 
Monday Oct 22nd through Tuesday Oct 30th. No alterations (Vjollca on vacation). 

Wednesday & Thursday Nov. 7th & 8th.  Escada Trunk Show at the Biltmore Fashion Park. 

Thursday, November 24th.  No pick -up or delivery service , (Thanksgiving). 

Friday, November 25th. No pick -up or delivery service , (Thanksgiving recovery!). 

Monday, December 24th. No pick -up or delivery service , (Christmas Eve). 

Tuesday, December 25th. No pick -up or delivery service , (Merry Christmas). 

Monday, December 31st.  No pick -up or delivery service , (New Yearõs Eve). 

Tuesday, January 1st.  No pick -up or delivery service , (Happy New Year!). 


